EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW AND PHOTOS

ON THEIR FAMILY FARM IN KENT, FORMER JLS STAR

JB GILL AND HIS WIFE CHLOE

t’s hard to imagine a family life more idyllic than
IChloe
the one enjoyed by TV presenter JB Gill, his wife
and their two adorable children. Down on
their farm in Kent, playtime involves climbing bales
of hay, racing around on mini tractors and feeding
the turkeys, chickens and pigs that roam the land.
When hello! joins the former JLS singer and
his family at home for this exclusive interview and
photoshoot, it’s clear that JB’s son Ace, who turns
five this week, and his one-year-old sister Chiara are
in their element in their rural playground.
The pair lark about in the sunshine and, as Ace
takes the wheel of a mini tractor and treats Chiara
to a spin, the little tot squeals with delight.
“Ace has the best time on the farm,” says Chloe.
“His favourite thing is to collect the eggs and to run
about with Daddy with their wheelbarrows. This
time next year, Chiara will be running around with
them. She already has her wellies lined up.”
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CHANGING TIMES
Following a fun-filled summer, last week marked a
big change in their lives when Ace started primary
school. While the experience is often an emotional
one, JB and Chloe were happy to wave their son off
at the gates on his first day.
“He was so excited,” says JB. “It feels like he’s
been ready for school for a long time, so we were
very proud to let him go. He had already been
going to nursery there, so it was all familiar to him.”
Says Chloe: “I had a lump in my throat on the
way to school but there weren’t tears, because he
was ready. You have to let him take that first step.
He gave all three of us a kiss goodbye then walked
in with a big smile on his face.
“When he came out he said it was the best
day ever. You can’t ask for more than that. He
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JB, his wife Chloe, their son
Ace and daughter Chiara take
advantage of the late-summer
sunshine in the grounds of
their farm in Kent. Last week
marked a significant change in
their lives when Ace, who
turns five this week, started
school (left, with his dad)

(LEFT) JB’S SWEATER: BARBOUR. TROUSERS & TOP: HANRO. ACE’S SHIRT & SHORTS: RACHEL RILEY. SHOES: STEP2WO.
(RIGHT) JB’S SHIRT: HACKETT. CHLOE’S SWEATER: BARBOUR. ACE’S SWEATER, TROUSERS & SHIRT: RACHEL RILEY. BOOTS:
BARBOUR. CHIARA’S DUNGAREES & TOP: PATACHOU. SHOES: STEP2WO

ON STARTING SCHOOL, FIRST STEPS AND WHY
THEY LOVE RAISING THEIR CHILDREN IN THE COUNTRYSIDE

‘Being in the
countryside is
something all
children should
be able to
experience’ JB
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couldn’t wait to go back, and the next morning
he was up and dressed by 6am.”
Ace’s birthday will be celebrated with a
Ninjago-themed party. Meanwhile, Chiara, who
turned one in July, is busy taking her first steps.
“Ace loves watching her growing up – he is
literally beaming,” smiles Chloe, 30. “They have
a really lovely relationship and adore each other.
Ace showers her in kisses. They’ve had the
summer together and now Ace is at school
Chiara is looking for him, putting her arms out
and saying his name. It’s going to be an
interesting relationship because she is very
strong-willed, and I think she’s going to be the
one bossing him around.”
JB, whose initials stand for Jonathan
Benjamin, met Chloe in 2008 when she was a
professional dancer on ITV’s The X Factor and he
was competing as part of JLS. The couple
married in 2014 on the Isle of Bute in a
ceremony exclusively covered by hello!.
When Chloe isn’t managing the farm
business, she teaches dance. She says both of
her children seem to have inherited the musical
gene. “Ace is constantly singing and making up
songs, and he loves to throw a shape or two,” she
says. “He is the number one JLS fan and always
asks Daddy to play JLS in the car. Chiara thinks
it’s hilarious when he’s dancing, and she has her
own little jig going on.”
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Chiara takes a
ride on Daddy’s
shoulders (above),
b e f o re h e r b i g
brother Ace takes
her for a spin on a
mini tractor (left).
JB and Chloe
believe that
raising their
children on a
farm is giving
them the best
start in life.
“Being in the
countryside has
been incredibly
valuable for all
of us,” says JB,
who had no
experience of
farming before
moving to Kent

COUNTRY LIFE
For the couple, who relocated to the country and
set up their farm seven years ago, their simple
lifestyle provides the perfect antidote to 32-yearold JB’s showbusiness career and offers the
children the best start in life.
“We live hectic lives and we just wanted to have
peace and quiet and relax whenever we have a
day off,” says JB, who presents CBeebies show
Down on the Farm. “Being in the countryside has
been incredibly valuable for all of us and it’s a
lifestyle we really appreciate. It’s something we
feel all children should be able to experience.”
The couple, who had no previous farming
experience, have turned their smallholding into
a successful business and now produce
KellyBronze turkeys and free-range Tamworth
pork. Having started out with 18 birds, they now
have 200, and while Chloe manages orders, JB
takes care of outdoor maintenance.
“We do all the work ourselves and it has been a
learning curve,” says JB. “Sometimes my TV work
takes me away overnight, so Chloe has to take
over the farm as well as looking after the kids.”
Central to the family’s life is their Christian
faith, and JB has been a presenter on BBC’s Songs
of Praise since 2017, alongside Katherine Jenkins
and Aled Jones.
“We are Christian, and both Chloe and I are
passionate about that, so being involved with the
show is an honour. It’s something that’s very
much part of our family and we go to church
together most Sundays. It’s something we want to
share with our own children but, as they get
older, they’ll make their own decisions.”
Among the family’s farm essentials are their
Barbour jackets and wellies. JB is part of the
British brand’s 125th anniversary campaign,
which also features adventurer Ben Fogle, former
England rugby union captain Lawrence Dallaglio,
DJ Edith Bowman and soprano Laura Wright.
JB modelled the waxed Barbour jacket worn
by Daniel Craig as James Bond in the 2012
film Skyfall.

(LEFT) ACE’S SWEATER & TROUSERS: MINI A TURE. CHIARA’S OUTFIT: PATACHOU. (ABOVE LEFT) JB’S JACKET: BARBOUR. CHIARA’S OUTFIT: PATACHOU. (RIGHT) JB’S OUTFIT: BARBOUR. ACES’S SWEATSHIRT, TROUSERS & SHIRT: IL GUFO

‘Ace has the best time on
the farm. His favourite thing
is to collect the eggs and to
run about with Daddy with
their wheelbarrows’ Chloe

Kings of all they
survey: JB and Ace,
who just “wants to
copy Daddy”, says JB

43

“His initials are also JB, so it was
nice to wear that jacket and talk
about that history.
“We’re on the farm rain or shine,
so our equipment is paramount.
Ace has his Barbour jacket, too –
he wants to copy Daddy.”
BAND OF BROTHERS
JB and his family enjoy regular gettogethers with the other former
members of JLS, who were runnersup to Alexandra Burke in The X
Factor in 2008 and went on to
achieve five UK No. 1 singles.
Marvin Humes, Aston Merrygold
and Oritsé Williams are also
fathers, and the next generation
are becoming firm friends, too.
“We see each other all the time,”
says JB. “The last time we were
together was for Marvin’s dad’s
60th. All the kids were there, and it
was nice to be able to hang and
celebrate with them.
“I see Oritsé the most as he lives
closest to me, and Aston’s little boy is
quite close in age to Chiara. Marvin
and Rochelle live the furthest away,
so we probably see them the least,
but we always get together for
Christmas and birthdays.”
Being turkey farmers, JB and
Chloe are always at their busiest
at Christmas.
“I make sure I’ve got all the
presents wrapped before
November,” says Chloe. “We have
to be very organised and get ahead
of the game.”
JB adds: “Christmas is a very busy
time, sorting out orders and setting
up for collection day. It’s full-on, so
by the time Christmas Eve
comes, we’re ready for a rest.” H
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JB and his family embrace
the country look. In British
label Barbour’s 125th
anniversary campaign, JB
donned the jacket worn by
Daniel Craig’s JB – James
Bond – in Skyfall (right)

JB’S OUTFIT: BARBOUR. CHLOE’S COAT & BOOTS: BARBOUR. JUMPER: MARC CAIN. ACE’S SHIRT & TROUSERS: IL GUFO. JACKET: BARBOUR. CHIARA’S OUTFIT: PATACHOU

‘We see everyone
from JLS all the
time… We always get
together for Christmas
and birthdays’ JB

