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Farmer with Pets Factor
Former popstar-turned-farmer JB Gill has been busy preparing his produce 

for the festive trade at his 10-acre smallholding in Westerham.  His three 
rescued pets also play a big part in his life. Words by: Rebecca Durrant. 

Pictures by: Manu Palomeque

JB Gill, who rose to fame in 2008 with 
fellow JLS bandmates Aston Merrygold, 
Oritsé Williams and Marvin Humes in the 
fifth series of ITV’S The X-Factor, coming 
second to Alexandra Burke, has left 
behind sell-out arena tours to focus on his 
farming ambitions and family life with his 
wife Chloe and two-year-old son Ace. 

His 170-strong Kelly Bronze turkey flock 
and herd of Tamworth pigs take up most of 
his time at the farm, which is also home to 
Phantom the cat, three-year-old dog, Nala  
and JB’s favourite pig Ginger who, he  
stresses is “most certainly here to stay.”

JB adds: “All our pets have characters. Nala 
is the best friend. Ginger is the diva, she is the 
favourite pig and Phantom he is really cool, 
keeps himself to himself but he is actually 
quite friendly. He will chill out when you are 
around and sit on your lap.

“At Christmas all my pets get presents. Nala, 
Ginger and Phantom will all get something. 
Nala’s presents will go under the tree, 

Phantom and Ginger (who don’t live in the 
house) will get their presents on the farm.”

The countryside lover says he chose Kent as 
his home five-and-a-half years ago due to the 
close proximity to the rest of his family – who 
are only 20 minutes away in Croydon, where 
he spent most of his formative years.

“At the same time I was always busy with 
JLS and travelling quite a lot and when I 
did have a day off, which were few and far 
between, I wanted to be as quiet as possible 
and enjoy my own space,” JB explains. 

“I guess the good thing about north Kent is 
that it’s still within the M25 yet it’s semi-rural, 
so you’ve got that cross section of lifestyles,” 

The first animal to arrive at the farm was 
Ginger, who was rescued from the RSPCA.

JB says: “I had actually wanted a dog but my 
dad came back with a pig. I wasn’t too pleased 
at first but I told him that so long as he fed 
and watered her then that would be fine. But 
now the roles have reversed as I have ended 
up feeding and looking after her – but she’s 
brilliant, it’s great to have her.”

Also rescued from the RSPCA is Phantom 
the black and white farm cat who was 
predominantly brought in to help eliminate 
vermin. “We didn’t want to bring in 
exterminators, we wanted to do it naturally 
and we actually took on two cats but one 
unfortunately died in a road traffic accident, 
which was very sad at the time. 

“Phantom was so feral, we couldn’t 
approach him when we first got him, it just 
goes to show how love can positively impact 
an animal because now he sits on your lap, 
he’ll purr, he wants to follow you around. 

“When I go out into the field to feed the 
turkeys he’ll follow me all the way from the 
stables. He runs the place now and he has 
done the job with the rats too,” JB adds.

Meanwhile, Nala, who was rescued from 
London’s The Mayhew Animal Home is a 
Mastiff crossed with a Rhodesian Ridgeback 
– or so the popstar thinks – and is very big. 
She can often be found on the back of a farm 
trailer and running around ‘non-stop.’

JB says: “Phantom and her don’t quite see 
eye-to-eye but I think they have a mutual 
understanding because Phantom refuses to 
back down and Nala continues to be riled 
up by him. They have had a couple of 
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exchanges but they are both still here! 
“Nala will come down to the farm all the 

time but she is more of a hindrance than a help 
to be honest and she’s definitely not a herder, 
but she’s brilliant.”

And now two-year-old son, Ace, has got in 
on the act by taking ownership of his very own 
rescued pet – a rabbit which he was given for 
his birthday, affectionately called ‘Baby Aston.’

Every Christmas JB and his family open up 
the farm to the local community so customers 
can buy their festive turkeys from them and 
get a feel for what they do. Ordinarily the 
birds are sold online, but the pork is always 
sold directly from the farm.

JB says: “For us it’s all about uniting the 
community and that’s one of the reasons we 
do all the sales at the farm especially with the 
turkeys because not only are they symbolic 
of Christmas, but it’s the festive season, the 
season of good will and good cheer and it 
represents our lifestyle and we are very proud 
of including people and allowing people to 
part of what we are doing.”

He adds that last year the farm sold out of 
the turkeys and doubled sales compared to 
the first year of production – and in 2016 they 
hope to double the numbers again.

Traditionally JB would be spending 
Christmas day at the farm with about 20 
members of his family eating one of his Kelly 
Bronze turkeys, but this year due to travelling 
and filming commitments right up until 
Christmas Eve, the Gills will be heading out  
to celebrate the big day.  

“After such a busy time I think this year 
it’s going to be that one step too far to do the 
cooking as well on Christmas Day!” JB laughs.

Not only is the young farmer currently 
occupied with his burgeoning turkey and 
pork business, JB’s media career still provides 
exciting opportunities. 

One ongoing project which began last 
summer is presenting pre-school programme 
Down on the Farm for the Cbeebies channel, 
something of which JB is immensely proud.

In addition, he is now writing a five-part 
children’s book series loosely based on life 
at the farm. JB explains: “I have not really 
performed or I guess been active in music  
for the last two years and my focus very  
much now is the farm.

“However, I’m still very creative and I’ve 
got a lot of ideas and obviously the farm is 
the foundation for the books – there’s lots of 
things I want to do which will make the farm 
that much more accessible.

“JLS was something that I loved and it was 
great for the time but I’m in a different phase 
of life now, I’m married and I have a young  
son and we hope to have more children and  
I value being around more. 

“And when you have animals it’s very much 
an every day job, including Christmas Day, 
and actually I find that I have more time at 

home because I have to be around for the 
animals. In the winter after 5pm they take 
themselves off to bed and I can spend a bit 
more quality time with the family and I really 
value that – it’s something I’m very passionate 
about, so that’s the focus now. 

“I don’t miss it (JLS) as much probably 
because I still see the boys quite a lot – we try 
and spend some time with our families, I see 
them reasonably often so I guess it’s harder  
to miss it when you still see everyone.”

In the meantime, JB appears content to  
be farming away from the bright lights of  
pop stardom, surrounded by his menagerie.

He adds: “I think we have enough on our 
plate at the moment, but we never say never –
we are always open to rescuing more animals 
and giving them a happy home. The next 
thing for us is to grow something arable, but 
we need to have a bit more time for that.”  w
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